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Auvergne Rdndo znd Vokans d'Auv..,rgne (ChJine des Puy;) 

■MIN tNM

A little background to the map 
; 

,,

The Mcmif Central is situated in the heart of France, and prier to continental break-up it was part of a very large mountain chain term�d t!{e Hercyl'lian 
mountain chain. Remndnts of this mountain chain can still be found from Spain to Bohemia, as well as in the Appalachians (USA) ahd in1 North Afrierl. 

f -
lts Ions and complex hi5tory besan 440 million years ago (Ma) when two continents collided, causing ocedns and sediment-filled grabens: (infilled with 
grave!, sand and day) to be buried. This material was carried to great depth during the collision, where it was crushed, deformed and recr;ystallised to 
form metamorphic rocks, while at the surface there was powerful o canis With time màny of the metamorphic rocks underwent melling to recryStalli�--
as granites around 300 Ma. The whole Hercynian chain was then subject to erosion down to its rools, thus bringing to the surface rocks-which had 
formed at deplh. The eroded mountains were thus transformed into a vast plateau, remnants of which can be seen around the world. 

,, 

Around 37 Ma, al the start of 1he formation of the Alps, the Earth's crust thinned and stretched in the regîen of the Ma�iÎ Central. Fau!!s forméq;­
creahng a vast series of downthrown grabens separated by upland areas, and these grabens gradually 1nfilled with sed1mentary mater1al denved from 

�01,5 

uplands by eros,an , 

/ ;/ Soon alter th1s the emplacement of the huge volcanic massifs of the Auvergne began the Velay, Monts du Cantal, Cézallier, Deves, Monts �nd 
,, 

the Chaîne des Puys; and the whole region was uphfted by several hundred metrés. 

This sequence of events, which built up the sites as they appear now, explains the varied landscape and relief whîch characterise t 

C l<.gional Natural Parks 

if::. J,:') The U'"d,;,,F,., R,g;,,,1 M 
V,,,.,, ·,m 1er up in 1936 by lccdl� elected 

lirl(Wli!-ft�, offki..ls to p·e,ervc the environ ment .....d 
l.,,,ds,::ope wh,k • multontou,ly strnulat ng tconom c ond 
social deV1?lopmmt of dw: a�a. 

-"'"'�
- Parc, The Awergn,: Voki1no,:, RegioMI P�rk 

_; 'IJr,�.,:: (PNRVA) 1 the loYS<"I' pari: in metrorol ,an 

( �.;i;; fr�nce, .,; well ,;, one ol the dde,t, b.:ing ,e; 
' 

.,) up ,n 1977. lt w.r! nt"61rs,d �nde, the 

fne livr..do,, .fo,e! hM a huge c,�(l•ity cl n1turol 
hab,tat,, from forested mountains, 1h,ous', dr,- h,lls des. 
to humiJ pleins. 

www-r>dwd•xr,doi;-fnrP ers 

Park headquarters 
658130 Sa n,-G,,.,,.,;,.;ou,i-J\1")'"1MI 
04 73 95 57 57 

r.t;. 
,.,.. National Nature Re:se:rves 

, 
,mpetus of e1ected cffici.11; and sci-!n:ists who ""lShed to 

pro:s«r,e .-,J p,<l111ul« tl,., Yubni� li«ritog" '"J p,uvick 
suppo,t fu, th population li,·ing tl,.,,.,. 1� territory, whiçh i1 
rlch ln fourJ Jnd hJ; Jn e.cep:lonJ endemlc PorJ, comp,l;es 

;Y,. hig m.,ssifs, of ¼hich fom are ·mbnic: the Ch,inc ,-l,..; 
Puy:, the ,\.\cnt1 Ocre-, the Ctza 11ier Jnd the Monts 

du C,,.,t.J. WWW.Mr�cks•;obndr 

Park Headquarters 
• Montlo,ier. 63970 Ayd .. t. 04 73 65 64 26 
• Park and Îourl•m Headquarlf:,s at Mur�t 
15SOO iV,u•at - [),I 7120 09 47 

four cl the fi,·e rvtion,-1 natme rescnie; designated locally ,ve situatd within the PNRVA (Massih des Monts Do-e) ond have nwrien:rns hie; aimcd ot the 
diico""'Y ol 1heir geological Md nalural richne11, ...hile re<Jp«ting the f1t,ihty cl the!e env<ronmem. The \/�I d Alhu nature reier.·e �= 1 di1:ance cl 
oround twenty ki omdres cont;,ining the b,,nb on both si� of the river. lt is an e><Ceptional ore;, for observing the locol fauna, p.,rti:ulo�y the bird;, ·,,,:th more 
than 10:J recorded species. To find out more: ,w,w_ruervcs•Mturelln org 

The Monts Dore: fire and ice 

This r1l<!uritoinoo, "'"" i> o slr•l"vdc.,111<! cu,ering •n d!<'<d of •ruund 
500 km2. Eruption; 61:ydn 3.2 Md, •·•d ended 230, OC0 y�or, oyo 
with the rnnslrndion of the puy de Sancy. 

• The Sancy i; th high,zst poirt in the M5.s,f Cential (1885 m), 
�; will •• b.!,ng the youngest ..-.d l�o,t e,oded of th� vobiniç 
summits of the Monts Doue. A cdbleCdr ,uns up to ils sumff,.l 
Iron whcre thc'e ii c:n exceptional ponordmic v ew of the Chdine 
dM Puys dnd ,111 1h<' w,1y over ro th,. J'\l,r,<; 

► The Banne d'Ordanche is a vob.,ic ,vhich summit formed 
2 M.., befcre beir,g re-sculpted by glaciers The surrrnit pcovide, 
360° ,·i=·• cf the su,rc�ncling m.o,;sib. 

► Otha gr;,ologii;;il �uriOfilia; thr;, V,ll�y dr;, O.i1ud1:four 
(gl,ciJ ü4u� c,m,�J cct uf the �.,t.,rn nank of th., puy J� Sariq,), 
the Roches Tuilière<J and Sa�adoire (two vck:Jnic ;pines fram'ng J 
sl,icral valley), th Chau,;.ée de Gfant, of the Tour JAu�ersne 
(bdtic co1umMwhlch rrJke up J pJVemen1 2COO m� ln aro) 

To r1nd out more: ... .,,.w.sancy.com. ,vww.d1.r,,ugne�ckan,�ncy.com 
For hil<es; """"" r!n dc:Pl!n<::epuydedome.com 

The: Monts du Cantal: remnants of a huge: volcano 

The ,\'tores du Cantdl ,s the lar<[e!t sb..to·,o1cano in Europe, bu,k up dunng a 1ucœssicn o/ eruptr,·e phases which lasted ne��y 10 -rdlicn yem 
The rnbno was p«ricdically bmken up by large-1cale cdL,pse phenomena and under,,,·ent erosicn by glacier-. and water. Today it is 
charo<;terrsed br lorg glaciol ,olley.;, lova fk,w, and summils of ,·orieJ shopz1. 

► The puy M�ry: dmifieJ dl= GRAND SITE DE FRANCE in 2012, t provide, on e�ceptioodl 
p,1oor.irrir vi,...,, ,,� well ds ,1 numbe· of hi�M -1nd o"trkle)[' Mtiviti<'1. Tl,,. diff,,,,.nt •,ri:ror œntre� 
a-ound the puy M,vy provide information on this populM vole.me and ils environment 

► The Plomb du Cantal: the hishest pojnt in tht Monts� C�nt!I i• reachabk by cable ca·, 
a1d the v'"""' po,n: is an mlegral oarl of the ,traCovclcanc, ,llowing vi,itor. to ,·i,u.olis,: the 
gwlcgic.,I histo·y W'nh 11s co� of o.l1alt1c lavo, 1t i1 !he mo>I recent part o' th11 hu� edlice, 
fcrmcd 2.5 Ma. 

► Ot!,et sites lo vl�t: Th"' Valley of 
th Impradine (�lu;;,,I vdlky"' th,. 
foo! of the PW Mor,), Sale� (·,illage 
pe«:hed on a ·,obnic plateau, 
da,�hd "One of t�.e mo:,! 'o.:autilul 
village\ of hnce"), th« columnjr 
bi1ults of Sôrint-Aour (sbudure 
formed in the interior of a thd 
6dsJtic la,a now), puy Griou (Jomc 
·,,,ith ;umrrit at l.600 Tl) 

To �nd o..t mor,,: v,.,,.,,,.can!al-d.csti;i,ton.com - �- ....-... w.�le"l-tO"rism.,.fr - for hiko,s· www.rar,do.can!al.lr 

r 

• Thermal sources: water deriving from the ground 

Thermal Kti,•ir,, i, w:ry wide�read in lhe /11\,mif Cenr,�I, bu1 , linked to the mo,·eme,,t of tectonic plMe, rdtf.€r thdn te 
the vokanism. lt reiufts from :he d,,,me Idult mo·,ement. and hdctures which affected the reg,on millions of )'O:fü ago 
Thesc fis"'""' allow w<11c1 to cin::ulate ond hut up dt depth, and th, h·at i; co�erved due to a ·,ery ropid ,i,e to the 
;ura,:;e 

► Chaudes•Ai9ues: thi, <;pd town ha. th h<ltte>I thermail source in Europe (82"C), �s wdl � other ,c�n::e, in ond 

,m,und the t<rwn, whose history is crpL1intt! in rl,r: 1,,�cl/ 'Géo1h,.,mil muTum 

► Othu ,itn; thennal soutee1 dt Vichy (spa to,,,n rich in culture on the b.rnks o' the Allie• river), Mont-Dort 
(,pa town dnd w,nter ,pom re,on) 

To find out mo,e: www.villesdou�.com www.chude..iiguu.com. v,V,W.>Al)Ç)'.com. www.vichy.de1tination1.f-

I. Museums and attractions: to explain the geological history of the Earth 
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Numerou; toutrlt :iles provide J fun Introduction to geolos�, mineralo;y, the history of the Eart� and pal,ieontoloS)': 

► Pakopoli, (G•nn•I): ro ledrn more dbout paL.oror.!ology dnd ou, planer 
04 70 90 16QO. www.o.,lwp�c.com 

► Mu�!N: de I• MiiK (Noyant-d'Allier); int<oduchon lo th<:r w0<k.l o/ 1nini11g 

04 70 47 31 51 www m·or rn1Ylilll f, 

► PœlilstotJma (Ch�telpcrron); museum about daily life ln Ne.ride-t:hal tim<:>s 
04 70 3'- 84 51 . .,...,..,. mWfb.fr.'r,rr�i!lorama 

► Site trogk,dl'l:e do: Jonas (St-Piarc-Colomïne): rem1in• of I vill.,�e cocvd in!o I d,ll compcsed of vobni: rcd< 
04 73 96 Jl 69. ·.-.,,.w g-ottedtiONs fr 

► L, Mai:son de rAméthy,lc (V«rnd-la-Varenne): inlrc,Juclicn to titis purpl� serni preciou,, mirieral ,mJ ils l,islcry 
04 73 71 31 32 - ,.,..,,w.amethx,te-'!Çosil,e,1uvrn,ne.com 

► Mu"1um du vdeani (Aurillac): Pf'"�entll!ion of the Cantal volcu.� and 1h., ;:>rocel!CI of the Earth � in1.,rior 
04 71 48 07 00. mu!e�•-•urill;,c.fr 

► Mine de 1. Roddo:: (Al�): suic'ed v,,its about the disç,:,,u, of onbmony ç,mied out with,n a series of mm,ns gallenes 
04 il 76 77 22 · www.allv43J 

► Musée d« la Paléontolosi� (Chilhac): exhibition of the fossils of l.,,ge mJnmJls found in the re:;;ion 
04 71 77 47 26 - www.mu,;r:-e-ch1lkc.com 

Crater lake:s: whe:n fire meets water 
A mHr (en "r:;los.::,n mter) fotms wf-in l1vd, m ng to thz surf.œ, eoiMs ,nt:, ccntKt: with • bcdy of wa:er. po·,ol,ng 
<1 ,iokr.t e,q;;k,,ion. TI,� �'Tlluing cral.,, migl1t tlien be fill:J 61 wdkr or ,eJ m1<11h (s,,e '""""''�' N<1r;e J'Espinme). 
Bcius dotteJ w ,h ci oie, lahs, the Monls Orne a·,d If,., VeL,� ;re idz,I places !o <1dmôre tlis phnon"''"'"· 

► Lae Pavin, 92 m in ckprh, cccup'el a ma,v crater (,vound 700:J yea� olo� 1he €'1'l.f'lion cf wh:ch 3ent 
debri� up to dis1ances of 35 �m (N;,J'f. A circulJr h:ke Jround t�i' mter t.ie, Jrô"nd one hou,, Jnd povides 
o :hënce to erijoy the kike, .,.,!,id, rl fcd by �roundwo,er 

► Ue Lie du Bouch(l't,; tuoted ot on oltituc'e o! 1205 m ,n rl,e Vdoy, occ•Jpil1 o ù-c.ulor ml..:r .,,.�,ch lormed 
350,(X)(l :,,:•� sgc. lt i; sum;undzd by a nns of PJ<TOCL.stic deposils of vokanic on gin. 

► Oth.,r erJter Li�es; 

• ln the north of the ChaiM des Puys; 1he Gour de Tuen!t 

• ln the Mont, Don:; Loe Ser.-iè�. dw: Upp,:r Uke 0ac d En Hout, God·�elk), l..c Chauvet 

•ln the V.,lay (Haute-LOire): the Lx de Sain1 front, lac d'lssd�, 

JcDdrtrucnL th ArJ�d,.,. ltum"s J km', p,<1iod of lime, from 13.5 IV\., lo a fcw kns of tl1L>1r.c;rd )'Cdrs 
.JSO for the ;clJ!�ern w::'c..-.oes. Thdnh b the 2f�ds of erosicn, the vo1canism in Veld)' has t,ken on ver, 
rnmrJstlng LindscJpes, ln pèrticuLv· 

► the Bouti<i:ro,s, fa:in� the Alps ond dominatcd by lv'lont Mhenc, d vckani: dome 1,752 m in 
al�rude 

► th .. Puy-en-V.,L,y b..,;n, wf,.,,., • numb.,, of cxpo,.,J ,·obmic d,imriqs a,., lupp<'J l,y sldtuc,; ard 
churches. 

► the Dcv��. ,1 huoe b,lS:lti<: pht...iu c,1pr11'.d by St,ombcli.Yl rnne,, oi whi<'.h the mosr emblem,llk is 
t�e /\-\ont E;, (1,161 m), ,.,,,:J sub.l�c•istrine vdc,inoc, (fcrmcd underwatcr), s11ch �• t�e G:,llire Saint 
Roch, and PcligMc 

► th« gorges of the Al� .. , and th« Loire �nd the v�lleys of th« Ard<i:che whzre exc«llent o:a11c.lzs 
of columnar bo,�lt c<1n l:e seen. Chilli.,c, Roche, de Oueyri,è,es, Roch..: Seo:i�:i. M:,ni1trol d /\Il er, 
/\rkmr:;d�,, 3nd the lova fic,,.,, of Chante us� drid Saim-Arcon1-d'All�1 

Îo lind out more: .,,..,,w,a�v<>·snevacance<J.com - www.lçp,,wnwl,,,-!ouri,m�./,­
www.hJt.1tekii,dr ,'.t.ioentirled 'Touri�mr:-') 

• ÎouriitOffiœ 

1/fo � Rœd 

Toll mMl5 

T oll-free motorwd}'s 

$ Ndtiofl<II Naturdl Reserve 

0 Rcgional Notional Por 1,s 

View point 

Geolosd $ile 

• Thermal .tc:l,vity 

Cr<1ter lake 

9 Mu�euml�tbddion 

, ---

� Lake - river 

Her<:ynian mountain chain (440M.J: 

• Grortile 

Mclamorphic ,ock 

• Volcanic rocks 

■ Sedimentary bilsin m M,) 

Recent volcanism (l<. f;I., ,,. R,<.00,., as�) 
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